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Note from the Publisher #) 


Dear Fellow Birdwatchers, 


Ecological importance of grassland avifauna 


Ecosystems across the globe are being degraded - a bit 
progressively in the tropics, leading to a sweeping reduction in 
biodiversity. Even the grasslands are not immune to such 
thoughtless anthropogenic exploitation. There may be some 
agreement that many of the Indian grasslands exist or are 
maintained by biotic factors; chiefly fire. But agriculture and animal 
husbandry practices are contributing significantly to the destiny 
of grasslands. There are several paradigms of regression from 
or progression to woody formations, depending on the degree 
of protection provided to a particular grassland habitat. 


Given the eco-economic significance of birds and information 
on avian ecology and conservation of grasslands provided by 
Soni and Rajan Jadav (see article on Khirsara Vidi, Gujarat); it 
is high time, we recognized the avian contributions to grassland 
ecosystem. Our objective is to draw the attention to the eco- 
economic and societal implications of avifaunal declines in 
grassland habitats and the resultant negative consequences 
of the loss of functional groups. The avifaunal declines are 
likely to have a cascading effect on grassland ecosystem, 
contributing to disruption of pollination and seed dispersal 
mechanisms; reduced seed removal and clumping of seeds 
under the parent plants; increased seed predation, tapering of 
gene flow and germination; reduced predation of invertebrate 
crop pests, contributing to increased crop damage - 
necessitating increased usage of pesticides; reduction or 
extinction of dependant species; losses of socio-economic 
resources, environmental monitors and other unpredictable 
consequences. 


In grassland communities there are many unusual and 
specialized bird species, the removal of which may encourage 
invasion of generalist taxa. Their unpredictable impact may 
further harm the already impoverished grassland communities. 
Even though a few species may make up most of the biomass 
of most functional groups in a given ecosystem, this does not 
mean that other species are unnecessary. According to 
Ehrlichs, species may act like the rivets in an airplane wing, 
the loss of each remains unnoticed until a catastrophic 
threshold is passed. 


Before | forget, empirical research by Stocker, Irvine and others 
has shown that many bird species have irreplaceable roles in 
a given ecosystem and even generalist species may not be 
replaceable. Birds have a plethora of roles in ecosystems that 
cannot be fathomed by a lay person and the importance of 
ecological services provided by them is usually 
cherished and appreciated only after they are 
long-lost! 


Wishing you all a happy new year. 


Thanking you, 
Yours in bird conservation, 
S. Sridhar, Publisher, NLBW 
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Introduction 


Saurashtra plateau in Gujarat State, India is under 
biogeographic classification - 4B semi-arid: Gujarat Rajputana 
province (Rodgers et a/. 2000). Grasslands locally called vidis 
are major habitats in Saurashtra and Kachchh. Before the 
advancement of agriculture in the region, most of the area was 
under grass cover, which was freely used by pastoralists and 
wildlife. A variety of birds, reptiles, antelopes and lesser 
carnivores enjoyed this tract in the past, but the scenario has 
changed during the latter half of the last century. Invasion of 
Prosopis juliflora, expansion of agriculture, human habitation 
and industries brought major changes in land use pattern, 
making present development unsustainable (Singh, 2001). 


The Gujarat state has 166 reserved vidis with a total area of 
759,959 sq.km; they are under the control of the State Forest 
Department. Of these, 159 reserved vidis, covering a total area 
of 709 sq/km are in Saurashtra and Kachchh. In the State there 
are 525 non-reserved vidis also, having a total area of 635 sq.km 
out of which 471 non-reserved vidis exist in Saurashtra and 
Kachchh. There are private vidis too, but they are presently 
encroached upon by people or are highly degraded with low 
productivity. Vidis are annually allotted or auctioned to local bodies 
to fulfill their immediate need for grass. These vidis are the only 
habitat left for wildlife like Sypheotides indica, Chlamydotis 
undulata, Choriotis nigriceps, Felis chaus, Canis lupus, Canis 
aureus, Vulpes vulpus, Gazella gazella, Antilope cervicapra etc., 
and grassland birds. Grassland is a crucial habitat for grassland 
birds. Thus it requires proper management strategy, to ensure 
the future of the vidis as a habitat. The present study is carried 
out to highlight the ecological importance of such vidis 
considering the avifauna as an indicator group. 


Materials and Methods 
The Study Area: 


The Khirasara vidi is a 487.39 hectare intact grassland located 
between 22°13’662N & 22°11’805N latitudes and 70°39’353E 
& 70°39’835E longitudes. It is a reserved grassland of the Forest 
Department having survey no 295/296, and notification no. A.K/ 
176/FLD1671/6655p/Dt.9.9.1791. From the neighboring 
wasteland, agriculture and human colonies it is understood 
that once it could have been a widely spread savannah 
grasslands in the region. The topography of the area is mostly 
undulating terrain, numerous hills, hillocks, narrow ridges and 
mild slopes. The climate is subtropical with three seasons: 
summer (March-May), monsoon (June- October), and winter 
(November-February) with average rainfall 120 mm/year. The 
area was visited from July 2005 to January 2006 and searched 
randomly to prepare a checklist of birds; this information was 
compiled and used as the baseline data on the basis of which 
the intensive study of the birds of Khirasara vidi was planned. 
The bird identification was followed as per Ali (1969), Ripley 
(1983); and Grimmett et a/. (1998). 
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“Author for correspondence e-mail: soni_vc@yahoo.co.in 
The survey of the avian diversity and estimation of the 
abundance of birds was done using the open width line 
transects; five such permanent transects (T1 — T5) with total 
length of 11.6 km were set in study area. Transects are laid in 
such a way that it covers each vegetation type, fringes, border 
area, inner riverine belt, pure grassland area etc. The surveys 
were conducted three times per month in two seasons 
(monsoon and winter). 


Observations were made using binoculars (8X35) & (10X25) 
and a telescope. Every direct or indirect (call) bird observation 
within and estimated 50m from the transect line was recorded. 
The recorded data included identified species, no. of individuals, 
time of observation, and behaviour and activity of birds. During 
summer the grass was harvested and due to water scarcity in 
the area, bird diversity decreases to very low numbers which is 
not significant for analysis. Therefore, birds were not surveyed 
during the peak summer period. 


Cluster analysis technique was used for similarity in no. of 
species within each transect during the study period. The 
Shannon diversity index and Simpson’s diversity (Anne, 1983) 
are calculated to find the diversity of birds during the study 
period for each transect with respect to month. Common and 
uncommon species were reported. Feeding guild analysis is 
done to identify different niches utilized by avifauna in the study 
area (Singh et al, 2002). 


Results and Discussion 
Species richness: Overall trend 


During the study period 68 species of birds belonging to 24 
families (Annexure-l) were recorded. 64 species (94.12%) were 
primarily terrestrial, while 4 species (5.89%) were primarily 
aquatic. Of these 64 terrestrial species, 31 species (48.43%) 
were arboreal, 26 species (40.62%) were ground dwellers, 
whereas 7 species (10.93%) used both the niches. 


Feeding Guild: 


Feeding guild analysis showed (Table-1) that a majority of the 
species (35) were carnivorous; some were omnivorous (11), 
while the remaining 22 species belonged to herbivorous guild. 
Among the carnivorous species 22 were chiefly insectivorous, 
11 were having mixed carnivorous diet and 2 were primarily 
piscivorous. The herbivorous guild consisted of frugivorous, 
nectarivorous, granivorous and mixed herbivorous. Feeding 
guild analysis indicated that majority of birds are on tertiary or 
apex trophic level in the food chain. 


Diversity indices and Cluster analysis: The Shannon Diversity 
Index calculated for the data obtained from each transect shows 
that during the month of October T3 is having highest and T4 is 
having lowest bird diversity, where T2 and T4 are more similar 
to each-other where as T1 and T3 are showing similarity in 
terms of bird diversity. In December, T4 is having highest and 
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T1 is having lowest bird diversity T1-T2-T3 are more similar to 
each other and T4 and T5 varies more in terms of bird diversity. 
During January, T5 is having highest and T3 is having lowest 
bird diversity. Similarity in terms of bird diversity is shown in all 
the transects. When comparison is done month-wise, (October, 
December and January) T1 in October is having highest and in 
December lowest bird diversity. T1 in December and January 
shows similarity, for T2 in October it is having highest diversity 
and in January diversity on T2 is recorded lowest, T2 in December 
and January shows similarity with respect to bird diversity, for T3 
in October highest diversity was recorded and in January diversity 
on T3 is lowest. January and December shows similarity in 
terms of bird diversity on T3, for T4 December is having highest 
bird diversity and January is having least. October and January 
shows similarity in terms of bird diversity on T4, for T5 the diversity 
is highest in December and lowest in January. 


As per the result of Simpson’s diversity index, during the month 
of October T1 is having highest and T4 is having lowest bird 
diversity. Diversity increases at T4, T2, T3, and T1 where T2 and 
T4 are more similar in terms of diversity. During December T4 is 
having highest and T1 is having least diversity; in January T4 is 
having highest and T3 is having least bird diversity. When 
compared month-wise, diversity of birds on 11 are highest in 
October and lowest in December. In case of T2 October is highest 
whereas January is lowest diversity. Similarly in T4 December is 
having highest diversity and January is lowest as in T5 highest 
diversity is recorded in January and lowest is in December. 


Discussion 


As per the Shannon index the highest bird diversity is recorded 
in T3 during October; as the T3 is passing from the rich 
vegetated patch from the middle of the study area and in October 
the grass is well grown. T3 area is rich in food and with shelter 
to wide variety of birds species. Thus the diversity is high. In 
January 2006 as the grass was harvested and the water 
sources dried up, rendering the area unsuitable for most of the 
migratory and residential bird species. So the lowest diversity 
is recorded. 


Simpson’s diversity index also indicates that the highest 
diversity is in October whereas the lowest in December. This is 
also due to same reasons mentioned above. As observed, 23 
uncommon species include mainly the migratory and wetland 
species. 


Table-1. 

Feeding guilds of species at Khirasara vidi (n=68). 
Guild No. of species Percentage 
Insectivorous 22 32.35 
Granivorous 15 22.05 
Omnivorous 11 16.17 
Carnivorous 11 16.17 
Mixed herbivorous 05 7.35 
Piscivorous 02 2.94 
Nectarivorous 01 1.47 
Frugivorous 01 1.47 
Total 68 100 
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Figure: - 1. Number of bird species vs. transects 
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Figure:-3. Simpson’s Diversity Index 
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Some of the species such as Common Indian Nightjar, Jungle 
Bush Quail, Painted Partridge, Stone Curlew etc. are either shy 
in nature or nocturnal in habit; thus their sightings are limited, 
and they are considered as uncommon species. However they 
may not be uncommon in the region. 
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Conclusion 


If overall turnover of grass is properly 
managed, and the needs of people are 
satisfied with the requisite quantity and a few 
of the vidis are left unharvested by rotation, it 
may improve its quality ecologically. 
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Vv Caprimulgidae 


No. Species Name (Scientific name)/Family H S§S G 13 Indian Nightjar (Caprimulgus asiaticus) AT R | 
I Accipitridae VI Charadriidae 
1 Black-shouldered Kite (Elanus caeruleus) A R C 14 — Red-wattled Lapwing ( Vanellus indicus) Aq RO 
2 Bonnelli’s Eagle (Hieraaetus fasciatus) A R Cc 15 — Yellow-wattled Lapwing (Vanellus malabaricus) T R Cc 
3. Shikra (Accipiter badius) A R oC Vil Cisticolidae 
4 Short-toed Snake Eagle (Circaetus gallicus) A R C 16 Ashy Prinia (Prinia Socialis) A R | 
5 Tawny Eagle (Aquila rapax) A R Cc 17 ‘Plain Prinia (Prinia inornata) A R I 
6 Pale Harrier (Circus macrurus) A M Cc 18 Rufous-fronted Prinia (Prinia buchanani) AT R I 
Il Alaudidae 19 = Zitting Cisticola ( Cisticola juncidis) A R I 
7 Ashy Crowned Finch Lark (Eremopterix grisea) T R G Vill ~Columbidae 2 
8  Redwingedbush Lark (Mirafraerythroptera) T R © 20 Rock Pigeon (Columba livia) AT PM G 
9 Singing bush Lark (Mirafra javanica) T R fe) 21 Eurasian Collared Dove (Streptopelia decaocto) AT PM G 
10 Syke’s Crested Lark (Galerida malabarica) T RO 22 Laughing Dove (Streptopelia senegalensis) T R G 
Il | Apodidae 23 Red Collared Dove (Streptopelia traquebarica) T FM G 
11 House Swift (Apus affinis) A. a eV Getaclidas 
IV Ardeidae 24 Indian Roller (Coracias benghalensis) A R I 
12 Cattle Egret (Bubulcus ibis) i Ae ce Se “eelwidas 

25 Black Drongo (Dicrurus macrocercus) A R I 


Xl Cuculidae 


26 ~~ Sirkeer Malkoha (Phaenicophaeus viridirostris) AT R Cc 
Xil_ Falconidae 

27 Common Kestrel (Falco tinnunculus) A PW Cc 
28 Red-headed Merlin (Falco chicquera) A R Cc 
XIll_ Emberizidae 

29 Grey headed Bunting (Emberiza fucata) T PVM G 
XIV Hirundinide 

30 Dusky Crag martin (Hirundo concolor A R I 
31 Red-rumped Swallow (Hirundo daurica) A PW i! 
32 Swallow (Hirundo rustica) A PW | 
33 Wire Tailed Swallow (Hirundo smithii) A R I 
XV___Laniidae 

34 Bay-backed Shrike (Lanius vittatus) A R oO 
35 Long-tailed Shrike (Lanius schach) A PV O 
36 Southern Grey Shrike (Lanius meridionalis) A FP O 
37 Brown Shrike (Lanius cristatus) A M O 
XVI Laridae 

38 River Tern (Sterna aurantia) Aq RU P 
XVII Meropidae 

39 Green Bee-eater (Merops orientalis) A R I 
XVIII Muscicapidae 

40 Black Redstart (Phoenicurus ochruros) T Psi 
41 Common Stonechat (Saxicola torquata) T FP si 
42 Indian Robin (Saxicoloides fulicata) T R I 
43 Pied Bushchat (Saxicola caprata) T PM iI 
44 Desert Wheatear (Oenanthe deserti) T Psi 
XIX Passeridae 

45 Baya Weaver (Ploceus philippinus) A R G 
46 Brown rock Pipit (Anthus similis) T FM O 
47 Tailor Bird (Orthotomus sutorius) T R I 
48 Paradise Flycatcher ( Terpsiphone paradisi) 

49 White-throated Munia (Lonchura malabarica) T R G 
XX Phasianidae 

50 Indian Peafowl (Pavo cristatus) T R oO 
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51. Jungle Bush Quail (Perdicula asiatica) T RO 
52 Common Quail (Coturnix coturnix) T R O 
53 Grey Francolin (Francolinus pondicerianus) T R O 
54 Painted Partridge (Francolinus pictus) T FM O 
XXI_ Picidae 

55 Mahratta Woodpecker (Picoides mahrattensis) A R_ | 
XXIl_ Psittacidae 

56 —_Rose-ringed Parakeet (Psittacula krameri) A R NH 
XXIll_ Pteroclididae 

57 Common Sandgrouse (Pterocles exustus) T RO 
XXIV Pycnonotidae 

58  Red-vented Bulbul (Pycnonotus cafer) A R O 
XXV_ Strigidae 

59 Eurasian Eagle Owl (Bubo bubo) A R CG 
60 Spotted Owlet (Athene brama) A R CG 
XXVI Sturnidae 

61 = Common Myna (Acridotheres tristis) AT R O 
62 Rosy Starling (Sturnus roseus) AT M O 
XXVII Sylviidae 

63 Common Babbler ( Turdoides caudatus) AT RI 
64 Large Grey Babbler ( Turdoides malcolmi) T RO 
65 Purple Sunbird (Nectarinia asiatica) A R N 
XXVill Threskiornithidae 

66 —_ Black Ibis (Pseudibis papillosa) Aq R CG 
67 Eurasian Spoonbill (Platalea leucorodia) Aq PV C 
XXIV Upupidae 

68 | Common Hoopoe (Upupa epops) T FV i 
G = Feeding guilds were defined as follows : | — Insectivorous, 


G- Granivorous, O- Omnivorous, C- Omnivorous, MH- Mixed 
herbivores, P- Piscivorous, N- Nectarivorous, F- Frugivorous. 
S = Status- R- residential, RM- regional migratory, M- migratory. 
H = Habit- A —aerial, T- terrestrial, Aq- aquatic, 


Lesser Adjutant breeds in parts of North Bihar 


- a recent finding 


D.N. Choudhary*, GR. Dutta** and T.K. Pan*** 


* Dept. of Zoology, P.N. College, Parsa (J.P. University), SARAN- 841219, Bihar 
** University Dept. of Zoology, T.M. Bhagalpur University, Bhagalpur-7, Bihar 
**™* University Dept. of Botany, T.M. Bhagalpur University, Bhagalpur-7, Bihar 


[Authors are senior members of Mandar Nature Club, Bhagalpur, Bihar] 


The Lesser adjutant (Leptoptilos javanicus) is an ungainly 
looking, long legged bird with a glossy, metallic black dorsum 
and white below (Ali, 1996). It is mainly found in and around 
swampy areas, solitary or sometimes in pairs. According to Ali 
& Ripley, (1987) and Ali, (1996), Lessor adjutant only breeds in 
Sri Lanka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, parts of Malabar coast, 
Bangladesh and Assam. Subramanya (1996) in his detailed 
work on Heronries of India reported that the nesting of Lesser 
adjutant at the Bitarkanika Wildlife Sanctuary, Orissa is the only 
breeding site outside North-Eastern India. 


As the Lesser adjutant has been declared as vulnerable C! 
because it has a small declining population as a result of 
habitat loss, degradation, hunting and disturbances (Islam and 
Rahmani, 2002). The world population of the bird had been 


estimated near about 1000 (Hussain and Ray, 1993). But 
according to Islam and Rahmani (2002) the global population 
has been estimated to be near about 5000 birds and the 
population of this species in Assam is believed to exceed 2000 
individuals. However, the population size can only be estimated 
after a thorough study of their numbers and distribution. 


But on the basis of our recent exploration of breeding colonies 
of this threatened bird species, we can confidently say that the 
lesser adjutant stork breeds in different parts of North Bihar, 
outside Orissa, Assam and other Southern states. 


In the first week of September, 2004, during our train journey 
from Katihar to Thankurganj (N.F. Railway), | (DNC) had a 
fleeting glimpse of a few lesser adjutant storks wandering over 
the Dandkhora Railway station area (about 14 km East to 
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Nesting sites of Lesser adjutant (Leptoptilos javanicus) 
observed in Kishanganj and Katihar districts of North Bihar during 2004-06 


04 05 06 


Dandkhora (site A) Katihar 
Katihar 
Katihar 
Kishanganj 


Kishanganj 


Dandkhora (Site B) 
Karhagola (site C) 
Pothia (site D) 
Thakurganj (site E) 
Taiyabpur (site F) 


Kishanganj 


Katihar). A bird was carrying something (Paper or polythene 
pouch) in its beak and roosted at the top of a big peepal tree 
(Ficus religiosa) adjacent to the railway station. | carefully 
watched and found a few more birds making a fluttering noise 
on the tree. | got down from the train and made a thorough 
survey. To my utter surprise it was a small breeding colony (site 
A) of Lesser adjutant stork. Within two hours, | could locate one 
more breeding site (site B) approximately two kms., west of 
Dondkhora Railway Station. The nesting colony was situated 
on peepal and semal trees. 


| was overjoyed to watch such a rare and exhilarating scenario. 
After that | along with Dr. GR. Dutta and Dr. T.K. Pan made a 
survey in different districts of Bihar viz. Kishanganj, Munger, 
Khagaria, Patna, Saran and Begusarai. 


We recorded yet another breeding site near Korhagola Railway 
Station (site C) in the same district, Katihar near the railway 
line. 


Similar breeding colonies in Uda Khishanganj, Madhepura and 
Saharsa districts were also reported by other members of 
Mandar Nature Club, Bhagalpur (Mishra et. al., 2005). 


A few breeding colonies were again traced during the third and 
last week of September, 2004 at Pothia (site D) near Donk river 
and near Odraguri village of Thakurganj (site E) adjacent to the 
Bihar and Bengal border under Kishanganj district. 


During a random survey of different parts of Saran, Khagaria, 
Munger and Begusarai districts, no nesting sites could be 
located. However, a few nesting sites of Black ibises were 
located in the Diara lands of Bhagalpur district. According to the 
villagers of Kahagaria district, Lesser and Greater adjutant 
storks breed in some parts near Koshi river, but we could not 
explore these areas. However, the sighting of lesser and greater 
adjutant storks have already been reported by Choudhary and 
Ghosh (2004) in the wetlands of Khagaria and Bhagalpur district 
during the months of January-March. 


A similar survey was carried out in 2005 also. More or less 
similar situations were found with slight fluctuations in the 
number of nests. Nesting sites and host trees were the same. 
One more nesting site was recorded in the third week of August 
2005 at Taiyabpur (Kauabari village) in Kishanganj district. There 
were seven nests on the Banyan and Semal trees. These host 
trees are situated in the campus of Dr. Lakshmi Narayan 
Sharma, an Ayurvedic doctor. This campus has a small house 
and a temple surrounded by thick vegetation of Mango, Coconut, 


Host Plant 


Peepal 
Peepal 
Peepal 
Semal (Bombax malabarica 
Semal (Bombax malabarica) 


Ficus religiosa) 
F. religiosa) 
F. religiosa) 


Semal & Banyan (Ficus benghalensis) 


Jackfruit, Semal and Banyan trees. This is a safe nesting site 
and is free from anthropogenic disturbances. 


Dr. Sharma told us that the storks have been nesting in his 
campus for the past 7-8 years. He and his family members 
earnestly provided security to these birds. Out of seven nests, 
four were found on a single Banyan tree and the remaining 
three were recorded on two Semal trees. After obtaining the 
details we began monitoring their activities. It was noticed that 
the birds started to bring nesting materials from 18" of August 
2005 onwards. 


During our observation the following facts emerged: 


1. The nesting of lesser adjutant was found in the northern 
parts of Bihar i.e. in Kishanganj and Katihar. 


2. The number of nests in a host plant ranged between 4 and 8. 


3. Maximum numbers of nests were observed in Katihar 
district perhaps due to suitable climate and least 
disturbance. 


4. Lesser adjutants begin to nest from August onwards in 
these districts of Bihar. 


5. Peepal and Semal trees are mainly preferred for nesting 
and they build their nest on the tree tops. 


6. Some birds were found to carry paper and polythene pieces 
perhaps for cushioning their nests. 


7. One mate (male?) was found busier in collecting nesting 
materials. 


8. Only two nesting sites i.e. Dandkhora (site A) and Taiyabpur 
(site F) were found quite close to human settlements. Rest 
of the nesting colonies were found in isolated areas. 


9. In some places, the nesting storks encounter hostility and 
anathema from the locals; some villagers seldom allow 
the storks to build their nests in their villages, as they think 
it is inauspicious to allow the birds to nest. Awareness 
campaign is urgently needed to educate these villagers. 


10. It may be concluded that parts of North Bihar are important 
breeding centers for lesser adjutant storks and efforts 
should be made to provide suitable and optimum conditions 
to the storks for nesting. There is urgent need for initiating 
an awareness programme for the conservation of these 
threatened bird species and their habitat too. 
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Though the Mandar Nature Club, Bhagalpur is doing a serious 
study in this context, we are awaiting for a project from any 
agency, so that we can tackle this problem in a systematic way. 


Let us see to what extent we can succeed in this endeavor. In 
the meanwhile, we hope to explore and discover a few more 
nesting sites in the coming season. 
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The Great Indian Bustard Ardeotis nigriceps is a threatened 
species and listed as Endangered in the Red Data Book. It is 
protected under the Wildlife (Protection) Act of 1972. During 
the last 10-12 years the bustard population has crashed in 
many areas, and now the population in India could be as low 
as 500 (Islam & Rahmani 2002) and is declining. 


There are old records of sightings of this species from Vidarbha 
and was probably an uncommon species throughout Vidarbha 
in the grasslands (D’Abreu, 1923). D’Abreu has mentioned 
about Great Indian Bustard (then Choriotis edwardsii Gray) as 
“Resident; breeds in July and August, laying a single drab or 
olive egg, faintly marked as a rule with brownish clouds, streaks 
and mottlings. It is deposited in a hollow on the ground with or 
without a lining of grass. An egg taken at Nagpur measured 
3’4 by 2’15.” He had collected a specimen of the bird from 
Nagpur. After D’Abreu there were no confirmed records of the 
species in Vidarbha. 


Mr. Gopalrao Thosar had a report of sighting of a male Bustard 
near Umbargaon on Umred road in Nagpur district from a 
poacher who had shot and consumed the bird in 1982. 
Umbargaon is approximately 15 kilometers southeast of 
Nagpur city and its geographical location is 21°04"N and 
79°11"E. Also this poacher had some feathers of the bird, which 
had confirmed the bird to be a Great Indian Bustard beyond 
doubt. Three senior birdwatchers viz., Mr. Ramesh Ladkhedkar, 
Mr. Prakash Garde and Mr. Thosar, saw a Great Indian Bustard 
in flight in a fallow cultivated land near Umbargaon village on 
Umred road in Nagpur district (Pimplapure, 2001). The locals 
here call Bustard as “Hoom” after its “boom” call produced 
during the courtship display (Rahmani, 1987). 
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Sighting records of Great Indian Bustards 
(Ardeotis nigriceps) in Vidarbha 
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*G-1, Laxmi Apartments, 64, Vidya Vihar Colony, Pratap Nagar, Nagpur-440022, Maharashtra 
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Members of Vidarbha Nature and Human Science (VNHS) 
Center, Nagpur, viz., Mr. Ramesh Ladkhedkar, Dr. Pimplapure, 
Mr. Prakash Garde and Mr. Thosar then took up the task of 
searching the Great Indian Bustards in Vidarbha on a massive 
scale. Success came only after six years of toil and meticulous 
follow-up by the team of VNHS. On 4" October 1991 one Bustard 
was again sighted in the same habitat, i.e., near Umbargaon 
village on Umred road (Pimplapure, 2001). The next day it was 
photographed. One more bird was also sighted here. These 
two birds were then frequently sighted till 2001, after which 
there were no sightings. 


Besides this, two more birds were sighted in the grasslands 
near Dighori village. Dighori village is on the Nagpur-Bhandara 
road and its geographical location is 21°07"N and 79°13"E. 
These two birds were regularly sighted till 2005, when one 
male bustard disappeared. In 2006 Mr. Gopalrao Thosar has 
sighted only one bird. The VNHS conducted a survey of upland 
birds in Vidarbha and submitted its report to the forest 
department in 2001. The report underlined the prospective 
habitats for Great Indian Bustard, Lesser Florican Sypheotides 
indica and Jerdon’s Courser Rhinoptilus bitorquatus in 
Vidarbha. 


Mr. Deepak Joshi, an avid birdwatcher from Akola sighted a 
Bustard near Balapur town in Akola district in 1997 (pers. com.). 
The geographical location of Balapur town is 20°36"N and 
76°48"E. 


The Maharashtra Forest department took up a survey of the 
Bustards in Maharashtra on 17" July 2005. During this survey 
the surprise news came. Four Great Indian Bustards were 
sighted by Mr. B. T. Belsare a forester and Mr. V. V. Choudhary, 
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Range Forest Officer in the fallow and cultivated lands between 
Marda and Wanoja villages, three kilometers to the west of 
Warora town in Chandrapur district. The geographical location 
of Warora is 20°15" N and 79°00"E. Dr. Anil Pimplapure, Mr. 
Ramesh Ladkhedkar and Mr. Gopalrao Thosar soon confirmed 
this sighting with the addition of two more Bustards in the count 
as they saw six birds simultaneously. Surprisingly this area 
was highlighted by the VNHS report as a prospective habitat 
for Bustards. Looking at the declining population of the species, 
the sighting of six birds at Warora assumes great importance. 


A similar Bustard census was conducted on 16" July 2006 in 
Maharashtra. On this day only four Bustards were sighted by 
the birdwatchers at Wanoja near Warora. Mr. Raju Kasambe, 
Mr. Kamlesh Thakur and Mr. M. S. R. Shaad sighted one solitary 
male and two females in the same area on 28" August 2006. 
The birds were foraging in rice and soybeans cultivation. The 
birds flew to the shade of Acacias when approached. 


Status of A. nigriceps: 


The known population of Bustards in Maharashtra has reached 
a precariously low number. During the Bustard Survey on 17" 
July 2005, 22 Bustards were sighted in Nannaj Bustard 
Sanctuary (in Solapur district), two Bustards were sighted in 
protected grasslands near Nashik. The known population can 
be put at a precarious 30 birds, which includes the above 
sightings and the six birds at Warora Mr. Manoj Kulkarni, Solapur 
(pers. com.) sighted 14 Great Indian Bustards in Siddheshwar 
Vanvihar near Solapur (17°43N and 75°56"E) in 2004 and in 
2005. The birds were there from July to January. But it is not 
clear whether these were the same birds sighted in Nannaj or 
whether they are in addition to the census figures. 


The Bustard survey on 16" July 2006 yielded sightings of 27 
birds at Nannaj Bustard Sanctuary, 5 birds in Nashik district 
and 4 birds near Warora. Mr. Shaad participated in this Census 
at Nannaj and counted 16 birds, which included 9 females and 
7 males. Thus the total number of birds actually sighted this 
year is put at 36 birds (12 males and 24 females) (Anon. 2006). 


The population of A. nigriceps was estimated to be between 
1500 to 2000 birds in India including about 100 birds in 
Maharashtra (Rahmani, 1987). The total population of six states 
viz., Gujrat, Rajasthan, Maharashtra, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh 
and Madhya Pradesh, targeted for research in the 1980s, as 
assessed in 1983, came to 650-900 individuals, and as 
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assessed in 1990, to 770-1920 individuals (Islam & Rahmani 
2002). During the last 10-12 years the bustard population has 
crashed in many areas, and presently the population could be 
as low as 500. It is extinct in Karera and Sorsan bustard areas, 
and practically disappeared in Ghatigaon Bustard Sanctuary 
(Islam & Rahmani 2002). Western Rajasthan is the only place 
where it is found in continuous stretch: in other areas it has 
disjointed distribution. It has disappeared from Uttar Pradesh, 
Punjab, Haryana, Orissa and Tamil Nadu, except for stray 
individuals here and there (Rahmani1987). 


Acknowledgments: 


We wish to thank Mr. Ramesh Ladkhedkar, renowned 
ornithologist of Vidarbha for the information regarding his work. 
Thanks to Mr. Kamlesh Thakur, young birdwatcher from 
Chandrapur for accompanying us during the sightings, Mr. B. 
T. Lalsare, forester, Mr. V. V. Choudhary (R. F. O., Warora) and 
his team for facilitating our survey. 


References: 


Ali S. (1996): The Book of Indian Birds. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. Mumbai. 
Pp.21 & 135. 

Anon. (2006): Apreliminary report on the Survey of Great Indian Bustards 
in Maharashtra. Department of Forests, Maharashtra. Pp.1-2. 

Birdlife International (2001): Threatened Birds Of Asia CD-ROM. The 
Birdlife International Red Data Book. Cambridge, UK 

D’Abreu E. A. (1923): Ahand-list of the birds of the Central Provinces 
distinguishing those contained in the Central Museum at Nagpur 
together with notes on the nidification of the resident species. Govt. 
Press. Nagpur.pp. 1-65. 

D’Abreu E. A. (1935): A list of the birds of Central Provinces. J. Bombay 
Nat. Hist. Soc.38: 95-116. 

Dr. Pimplapure A. (2001): Ecological study of some upland birds in 
Vidarbha with special reference to Great Indian Bustard, Lesser 
Florican and Jerdon’s Courser. Final Report. Pp. 1-53. 

Rahmani, A. R. and Manakadan, R. (1990): The past and present 
distribution of the Great Indian Bustards Ardeotis nigriceps (Vigors) 
in India. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc.87:175-194. 

Rahmani, A. R. (2001) The Godawan Saga: Great Indian Bustards in 
decline. Sanctuary (Asia). Vol.21(1): 24-28. 

M. Zafar-ul Islam & Rahmani A. (2002): Threatened Birds of India. 
BUCEROS: Envis Newsletter: Avian Ecology & Inland Wetlands. Vol.7 
No.1&2.pp.23. 

RahmaniA. (1987): The Great Indian Bustard. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 
Bombay. Pp. 1-24. 


Enroll a Friend 


If every Newsletter Member 
could enrol just 
one new member our 
reach and linkage 
would be doubled immediately! 


Will you Help ? 
Please give the membership form 
to a friend and urge him/her to join. 


90 


It was on the morning of 17th March 2002, that | heard a strange 
call of a bird while watching birds in the Panbari Reserve Forest 
located just outside the Kaziranga National Park’s southern 
boundary in the Golaghat district, Assam. Mr. Polash Bora, a 
birdwatcher guide of Wild Grass Resort, had accompanied 
me. We heard the strange call at around c. 07h45, from the 
tree tip foliage above us. The call was being repeated by 
the bird as it moved from one point to another in the tree 
tops. It seemed that the bird was constantly changing its location 
or was busily feeding. We were both puzzled by the 
strange call which was new to us. We maintained complete 
silence to establish the precise direction and source of the 
call. But it was not possible for us to locate the bird amidst the 
dense foliage. We listened carefully to the call of the bird for 
about fifteen minutes in an attempt to locate and identify the 
bird. The literal transcription of the call of the bird which was a 
very sharp whistle like three note call, something similar to 
... 1ECGE...... kreeee.....kreeee...... treeeee.....treeeee...... treeeee”. 
For the moment it was a challenge for us to locate the source 
of the call and identify the bird. We were desperate to get a 
glimpse of the bird. We began monitoring the calls without the 
fear of the wild elephants in this dense jungle. After a thorough 
search and scanning of each and every tree in the area for 
more than thirty minutes, | spotted a brightly coloured, shiny 
greenish bulbul-sized bird on a branch. Under the bright 
morning sunlight its overall plumage was found to be shiny 
bronze greenish with a golden hue. Head, neck, wings, throat. 
chin and breast were shiny bronze green. White bars were 
found on its belly, below the breast. Under tail also green in 
colour and the bill was predominantly yellowish.. After a close 
observation and hearing the calls of this bird for more than 
twenty minutes in the field, we identified the bird as a male 
Asian Emerald Cuckoo Chrysococcyx maculatus (Grimmett et. 
al — 1999, Kazmierczak et. a/ — 2000) 


The status of Asian Emerald Cuckoo is reportedly uncertain, 
unknown, rare and summer visitor, subject to some local and 
seasonal movement, nomadic, migrants within the subcontinent 
(Ripley — 1982, Ali & Ripley — 1989, Grimmet et. a/ — 1998, 
Kazmierczak et. al — 2000). Distribution estimated from 
Himalayas (Terai, bhabar, duars and foothills), up to c. 100m 
ASL, rarely up to 1500m altitude from Garhwal, through Kumaon, 
Nepal, Sikkim, Northern part of West Bengal, Bhutan, also in 
Assam, Manipur, Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya, Andaman & 
Nicobar Islands and Bangladesh (Ripley — 1982, Ali & Ripley — 
1989, Grimmett et. a/— 1998), and from Nagaland (Choudhury — 
2001), but recorded up to 2200m ASL (Grimmett ef. a/ — 1998). 
Asian Emerald Cuckoo mainly found in evergreen jungle, chiefly 
secondary growth (Ali & Ripley — 1989) from Himalayas east 
through southern Tibet to southern China and in the Indo- 
Chinese sub region, wintering south to Malaya Sumatra. Breeds 
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7 Rare sighting of Asian Emerald Cuckoo 
in the Panbari Reserve Forest, Assam. 


Arunayan Sharma, Centre For Ecological Engineering, Netaji Subhash Road, In front Of T.O.P, 
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in Southeast Tibet at Szechwan to Hupeh, south to Burma, Yunan 
and central Vietnam, Sri Lanka, Sumatra and Andaman & Nicobar 
Islands (Ali & Ripley — 1989, Tikadar — 1984, Benking et al- 
1995); have occurred in winter as a wanderer in Hainan, South 
Vietnam, Malay Peninsula and Sumatra. 


The status of Asian Emerald Cuckoo in Assam is reportedly 
unclear, present but unknown (Choudhury — 2000). A single 
record was from the Kaziranga National Park (Barua & Sharma 
— 1999). Later in the evening | had discussed this rare sighting 
with Maan Barua. In his opinion before 17th March 2002, the 
species was not recorded either from the Kaziranga National 
Park or from the surrounding forest. The map shown of this 
species estimated as summer visitor (including summer 
monsoon), known to be occasional, scarce or erratic 
(Kazmierczak — 2000). Sighting of Asian Emerald Cuckoo well 
before the monsoon and end of winter in the region reveals 
that this species may be an occasional winter visitor to the 
region. This species may not be as rare or uncertain as it was 
estimated. The Panbari Reserve Forest is a semi evergreen 
forest. Sighting of Asian Emerald Cuckoo from the Panbari 
Reserve Forest outside the Kaziranga National Park is a 
noteworthy and important record. 
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Mee Record of Pallid Harrier (Circus macrourus) 


srk 
# | was counting a large flock of Common Coot 

Fulica atra at Noondighi wetland situated along the 
Indo-Bangladesh border in Malda district, West Bengal, India 
On 24 January 2006. | was actually doing a survey work on 
“Flood Plain Wetlands of Malda District, West Bengal’ along 
the Indo-Bangladesh border in Malda district and came across 
this large flock of Common Coot on 22"4 January 2006. | counted 
altogether 3800 individuals of Common Coot from this c. 4sq. 
km., fresh water, partially marshy wetland site situated c. 8km 
from Malda Town (English Bazar), Malda district, West Bengal, 
India adjacent to the Bangladesh border in eastern side of the 
Malda district near to the Indian Border Security Force field 
station at Alipore Border Out Post in Malda district, opposite to 
the 24A IBBR Pillar Post, adjacent to the Nawabgang district of 
Bangladesh in its northwestern side. 


While recounting the flock of Common Coot at this site at 1135 
hrs, | noticed a big raptor gliding over me in the sky from the 
Bangladesh side. It started hovering above the flock of Common 
Coot with an intention to catch one of them. At a glance the 
raptor appeared as a black & white bird. It was for certain a 
species of Harrier on its migration and it flew with strong regular 
wing beats displaying a buoyant flight. When first seen it 
appeared as a pale colored ‘harrier’ type bird. It was a light 
built harrier with elegant shape, narrow wings and a long tail. 
When passed about 50 m above me from the Bangladesh 
side, its yellow legs and black central primaries were 
noticeable. Apart from that, the underparts were very pale, 
appearing uniformly white with the exception of very fine barring 
on the underwing. 


There was no contrast between head and throat and the rest of 
the underbody. The raptor scared the large flock of Common 
Coot. | watched the raptor for more than 20 minutes. In between 
the bird came as close as 25 m from me, just at my chest 
height and flying about 3m above ground level with ‘V’ shaped 
body. Within the time frame the bird flew back to the Bangladesh 
side three more times, disappeared several times in the horizon 
and flew back to the Indian side hovering above the flock of 
Common Coots just to catch one or two resting on the wetlands 
on the Indian side. The raptor was gliding slowly on raised 
wings and flapped its wings rather heavily several times, just 
few meters above the marshy wetland. Its flight was very heavy 
and protracted and quite resembled a Harrier in flight. The bird 
was flying with its primaries spread, revealing the black central 
primary feathers. The upper wings were uniformly pale gray 
coloured. The bird had a dark eye and its bill was pale. A 
careful observation in the bright sunlight, alternately with a 
binocular and telescope, helped in identifying the bird as a 
male adult Pallid Harrier Circus macrourus. At around 1210hrs 
the bird flew back towards the Nawabgang district situated in 


me along Indo-Bangladesh International Border, 
Malda district, West Bengal, India 
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North Western part of Bangladesh. | stayed at the spot until 
1630hrs, but the bird seldom returned to the Indian side. | 
returned to the spot the very next day i.e. 25"" January 2006, but 
could not find the species. 


Pallid harrier is a long distance migrant and the majority of 
birds winter in the Indian Subcontinent and Myanmar (=Burma), 
and Ethiopia, Africa (Cramp — 1980). In India, it is a widespread 
and locally common winter visitor to the plains and hills upto 
3000m in the Himalayas to 2600m in the peninsular hills. It is 
a common winter visitor throughout, except in parts of northeast, 
Nepal and Pakistan. In Bangladesh it is said to be a scarce 
winter visitor, status unknown. 


Pallid Harrier breeds primarily in the steppes of Asiatic Russia, 
Kazakhstan and northwest China. Small populations breed in 
Moldova, Ukraine and Turkey. A small minority of the population 
breeds in the boreal forest and forest-tundra zones, north of its 
main breeding range. It has declined in southern Ukraine, 
southwest Russia and south-central Siberia. A minority winter 
in south-east and central Europe, north Africa and the Middle 
East, but most migrate to the Afrotropics (Sudan, Eritrea, 
Djibouti, Ethiopia, Somalia, Kenya, Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi, 
Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Zimbabwe, Mozambique, Chad, 
Niger, Mali, Senegal, Gambia, Sierra Leone, Guinea-Bissau, 
Liberia, lvory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Benin, Burkina Faso, Nigeria, 
Cameroon, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of 
Congo, Angola, Namibia, Botswana, Swaziland and South 
Africa) and the Indian subcontinent (Afghanistan, Pakistan, 
India, Sri Lanka, Nepal, Bangladesh and Myanmar). There are 
also records from the Maldives. Semi-desert, scrub, savanna 
and wetlands are used in winter. 


It is primarily threatened by the destruction and degradation of 
steppe grasslands through conversion to arable agriculture, 
intensive grazing of wet pastures and the clearance of shrubs 
and tall weeds. Pesticides and rodenticides may affect it, but 
this requires further research. The population is estimated at 
20,000 pairs, having shown marked decline and diminishing 
ranges. Now it has been estimated as Near Threatened 
species and IUCN Red List Category bird as evaluated by 
BirdLife International in IUCN Red List (Birdlife International — 
2004, 2005). 


Though this species had been sighted often in Malda district, 
West Bengal, India, it has not been sighted before from the 
eastern part of the district along the Indo-Bangladesh border. 
The distribution map of this species from this region is not 
marked either. It has been shown in the Nawabgang district of 
Bangladesh (Grimmett et a/ — 1998, Kazmierczak et a/-2000). 
The Pallid Harrier is common in the eastern parts of 
Bangladesh, but has never been sighted or reported from the 


92 


North Western province of Bangladesh - in its Nawabgang 
district. Pallid Harrier has a wide distribution in Bangladesh, 
but is encountered more frequently from the eastern part of the 
country, particularly in the northeast. There are no specific 
records towards Malda, but it is likely to be found there (Dr. M. 
Monirul H. Khan — personal communication). The record of 
Pallid Harrier along the Indo-Bangladesh border and from the 
Nawabgang district on its Northwestern province from 
Bangladesh indicates that the species is widespread in 
Bangladesh and also the first record from the Nawabgang 
district and Northwestern province of Bangladesh. This species 
has been recorded for the first time from the international border 
of Malda district, West Bengal, India. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


THROUGH THE VEINS OF DIBRU-SAIKHOWA, Arnob Bora, 
C/o Dr. Lohit kumar Bora, Gillapukhuri Road, Tinsukia-786125, 
Assam. 


Located on 27035' N latitude,17045' N latitude and 95010' E 
longitude, 95035' E longitude the Dibru-Saikhowa National Park 
has two villages on the core area (340 sq. km.) of the park by 
the river Brahmaputra which passes alongside the park. These 
two remote villages Laika and Dadhia can be reached by boats 
through channels criss-crossing the park which are navigable 
in summer. In May 2005, the forest department conducted a 
population census in these forest villages, which are planned 
to be shifted and resettled elsewhere. |, along with a few 
enthusiastic friends offered to volunteer in the census operation. 
We had along with us Ranjan Das, a veteran birdwatcher and 
Sanjay Das, a local nature-tourist guide having a good 
knowledge of the birds as well. 


We entered the park by a motor boat through one of the many 
water channels. The pandemonium in the grasslands on both 
sides of the channel gave us a feeling that some good 
birdwatching awaited us. One must admit, there is a unique 
thrill in the air of Dibru-Saikhowa. Hardly had we entered the 
shallow water when there were movements; a ripple chasing 
another in chest deep turbid water. “That’s a pair of very big 
fishes, perhaps Mahseer !” shouted Shankar, the boatman. 
We were awestruck as they appeared too brave for a fish, 
whizzing right under the boat at times. Moments later they 
showed up on the surface, a pair of young Gangetic dolphins. 
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Watching the cetaceans in pursuit of each other out of sheer 
youthful exuberance gave us a welcome rush of adrenaline. 
But no sight of any avian activity, except for the merry whistles of 
the Gold-fronted Chloropsis (Chloropsis aurifrons), that wafted 
from the deep woodlands. It was summer, after all, but the 
resident and endemic species are all that add uniqueness to 
Dibru-Saikhowa. 


The first sighting was that of a Striated Babbler (Turdoides 
earlei) as it whizzed past us and landed amidst tall grasses on 
the bank. A search for it revealed a Streaked Weaver (Ploceus 
manyar). Concealed in the tall grasses was its elegant nest 
built out of queer instinctive architecture. Each time we spotted 
a bird; the boat’s engine was either slowed or shut off. The 
channel now narrowed and the banks gradually became heavily 
grassy and thickly wooded. Suddenly, a deafening roar threw 
us out of our wits. A female elephant came charging at us right 
out of the woods. Precisely exasperated, she had a calf back 
there in the woods and she had turned belligerent for the calf’s 
safety. Lucky for us, for the elephants seldom charge in water 
and we were safe in our boat.. All we did was to maintain some 
safe distance from the bank. It was an intimidating, yet pleasant 
experience. Heart still pounding, we spotted a pair of Oriental 
pied Hornbill (Anthracoceros albirostris) in a slow flight, 
Openbills (Anastomus oscitans), Crested Serpent Eagle 
(Spilornis cheela), Pompadour Green Pigeon (Treron 
pompadora), White-Breasted Kingfishers (Halcyon smyrnensis) 
and Pied Kingfishers (Ceryle rudis). A Greater Yellow-Naped 
Woodpecker (Picus flavinucha) was spotted perched on top of 
a dead tree giving out its plaintive whistle. Bulbuls, both Red- 
Vented (Pycnonotus cafer) and Red-Whiskered (Pycnonotus 
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jocosus) were everywhere. Every now and then a Plain Prinia 
(Prinia inornata) would pop out to the edge of the thicket and 
then retreat hastily. A solitary wild bull-buffalo drinking at the 
edge of the water retreated into the grasslands in haste, 
presumably disturbed by the obnoxious sound of our boat. 
Hardly had the excitement faded when | happened to spot the 
rare Jerdon’s Bushchat (Saxicola jerdoni). |t was my first 
sighting of the bird and felt that it was indeed, the most 
handsome of the grassland birds. The trip was beginning to 
pay off. 


The boat dropped us on shore at a point from where we had to 
walk for about 30 minutes to Laika village. It was time for sunset 
and we had to pass through a patch of grassland. Loud 
chattering in a nearby bush attracted us. An entire flock of 
Rufous_Necked Laughing Thrushes (Garrulax ruficollis), was 
throwing up the last performance of the day. Striated Grassbird 
(Megalurus palustris) contributed its voice to maximize the 
racket. But what of that monotonous call from amidst the thick 
grass? Why, indeed it was the Marsh Babbler (Pellorneum 
palustre) the shyest and the most elusive, one can say, of all 
birds whatsoever. Astonishingly, it was heard not too far from 
human habitation. Here was a chance to watch this famous 
bird in Dibru-Saikhowa at close quarters, for which 
Ornithologists from across the globe would give up anything 
for a good sighting. But we had to be content with its call only. 
We waited till dusk, it never showed up but no disappointment 
on our part. What a way to end the day. 


The next two days were spent in the census operation, yet we 
had time to watch a pair of Oriental Pied Hornbills at nest, 
about half a kilometer from the village. The female, sealed 
inside the hollow of a tree was being fed by the male thrusting 
its long beak and casque into the slit from outside. We had a 
closer look when the male was away. The nest entrance, sealed 
by the excreta of the bird except for the slit; an ingenuity indeed. 
We also spotted an Eurasian Cuckoo (Cuculus canorus) 
perched on the same tree and a Collared Owlet (Glaucidium 
brodiei). The tree was in the open and we could hear a herd of 
elephants grazing in the grassland not far off. As they were 
proceeding in our direction, we took a hasty retreat. 


Ringing calls of the Chestnut-Capped Babblers (Timalia 
pileata) and Jerdon’s Babblers (Chrysomma altirostre) 
emanated from the thick patch of grassland near the village, 
separated by slushy water and inaccessible, but there was 
little we could do to take a closer look. Birdwatching would 
have been outstanding there. God knows, what one might find 
there, perhaps new species? Well, nothing is surprising in 
these parts. 


Both the subspecies of Barn Swallow viz. the white bellied 
(Hirundo rustica rustica) and the Rusty bellied (Hirundo rustica 
tytleri) were found there. Our two days of exhausting census 
work in the villages had paid off. On our return trip we once 
again had a good sighting of the Jerdon’s Bushchat. Glistening 
in the mellow light of the evening sun was a Purple Heron 
(Ardea purpurea) flapping its wings slowly across the sky, 
probably heading towards its perch to spend the night cozily 
after a weary day. 
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AVIFAUNA OF VALPARAI, ANAMALAIS, K.Cyril Rufus, 
Salim Ali Centre for Ornithology and Natural History, 
Anaikatty P.O., Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu - 641108. 
E-mail: cyril4112@yahoo.co.in 


Valparai plateau 10°12’ — 10°35’ N and 76°49’ — 77°24’ E is 
one of the main town areas in the Anamalais, Western Ghats. 
Valparai is surrounded by protected areas on all sides: 
Eravikulam National Park, Chinnar Wildlife Sanctuary, Vazhachal 
Reserve Forest and Parambikulam Wildlife Sanctuary in Kerala 
State and Indira Gandhi Wildlife Sanctuary and Grass Hills 
National Park in Tamil Nadu State. Valparai plateau abutting 
the Indira Gandhi Wildlife Sanctuary is a 220 sq.km. landscape 
of plantations, rainforest fragments and a lattice of water bodies. 
It receives an annual rainfall over 2500mm (Ananda Kumar, 
Divya Mudappa, Shankar Raman and Madhusudan, 2004). 


Anamalai Hills is a typical representative of the extent to which 
the rainforest has been lost and fragmented in the Western 
Ghats. The surrounding protected areas contain large areas 
of tropical dry and moist deciduous forests, high altitude shola- 
grassland ecosystems and mid elevation tropical wet 
evergreen forests. The evergreen forests fall under the Cullenia 
exarillata- Mesua ferrea- Palaquium ellipticum type (Pascal, 
1988). 


The work was carried out for the period of one year between 
October 2005 and September 2006. The birds were observed 
during early day hours (0600 hours to 0900 hours) once in a 
week. Observation was done with the aid of 10x15 binocular. 
Bird identification was done using field guides by Ali & Ripley 
1987, Grimmet et al., 1999 and Karmierczak, K. 2000. 


In the study, 131 birds belonging to 12 orders and 32 families 
were found in the area (Table). Out of which, 98 were non- 
endemic, 31 were endemic and 2 were non-breeder birds. 
Maximum of 76 bird members were recorded from 
Passeriformes. 
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COMMON NAME 


Jerdon’s Baza 

Black Baza 

Oriental Honey-buzzard 
Black-shouldered Kite 
Brahminy Kite 
Grey-headed Fish Eagle 
Crested Serpent Eagle 
Shikra 

Besra 

Booted Eagle 
Rufous-bellied Eagle 
Common Kestrel 
Oriental Hobby 

Red Spurfowl 

Grey Junglefowl 

Indian Peafowl 

Rock Pigeon 

Nilgiri Wood Pigeon 
Spotted Dove 

Emerald Dove 
Pompadour Green Pigeon 
Mountain Imperial Pigeon 
Vernal Hanging Parrot 
Plum-headed Parakeet 
Malabar Parakeet 
Chestnut-winged Cuckoo 
Large Hawk Cuckoo 
Common Hawk Cuckoo 
Grey-bellied Cuckoo 
Asian Koel 

Greater Coucal 

Oriental Scops Owl 
Collared Scops Owl 
Spot-bellied Eagle Owl 
Brown Fish Owl 

Brown Hawk Owl 
Malabar Trogon 
Dollarbird 

Common Kingfisher 
Stork-billed Kingfisher 
White-throated Kingfisher 
Chestnut-headed Bee-eater 
Common Hoopoe 
Malabar Grey Hornbill 
Great Hornbill 
White-cheeked Barbet 
Crimson-fronted Barbet 
Speckled Piculet 


Table 
SCIENTIFIC NAME 


Aviceda jerdoni 

Aviceda leuphotes 

Pernis ptilorhynchus 
Elanus caeruleus 
Haliastur indus 
Ichthyophaga ichthyaetus 
Spilornis cheela 

Accipiter badius 

Accipiter virgatus 
Hieraaetus pennatus 
Hieraaetus kienerii 

Falco tinnunculus 

Falco severus 

Galloperdix spadicea 
Gallus sonneratii 

Pavo cristatus 

Columba livia 

Columba elphinstonii 
Streptopelia chinensis 
Chalcophaps indica 
Treron pompadora 

Ducula badia 

Loriculus vernalis 
Psittacula cyanocephala 
Psittacula columboides 
Clamator coromandus 
Hierococcyx sparverioides 
Hierococcyx varius 
Cacomantis passerinus 
Eudynamys scolopacea 
Centropus sinensis 
Otus sunia i 
Otus bakkamoena 
Bubo nipalensis A 
Bubo zeylonensis 4% 
Ninox scutulata 
Harpactes fasciatus 
Eurystomus orientalis 
Alcedo atthis 

Halcyon capensis 
Halcyon smyrnensis 
Merops leschenaulti 
Upupa epops 

Ocyceros griseus 
Buceros bicornis 
Megalaima viridis 
Megalaima rubricapillus 
Picumnus innominatus 


Brown-cap Pygmy WoodpeckerDendrocopos nanus 


White-bellied Woodpecker 
Lesser Yellownape 
Common Flameback 
Black-rumped Flameback 
Greater Flameback 
Heart-spotted Woodpecker 
Indian Pitta 

Golden-fronted Leafbird 
Asian Fairy Bluebird 

Brown Shrike 

Long-tailed Shrike 

House Crow 

Large-billed Crow 
Eurasian Golden Oriole 
Black-headed Cuckooshrike 


Dryocopus javensis 
Picus chlorolophus 
Dinopium javanense 
Dinopium benghalense 
Chrysocolaptes lucidus 
Hemicircus canente 
Pitta brachyura 
Chloropsis aurifrons 
Irena puella 

Lanius cristatus 
Lanius schach 

Corvus splendens 
Corvus macrorhynchos 
Oriolus oriolus 
Coracina melanoptera 
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Small Minivet 

Scarlet Minivet 

Bar-winged Flycatcher-shrike 
Black Drongo 

Ashy Drongo 

Bronzed Drongo 

Greater Racket-tailed Drongo 
Asian Paradise-flycatcher 
Black-naped Monarch 
Common lora 

Large Woodshrike 

Common Woodshrike 
Blue-capped Rock Thrush 
Malabar Whistling Thrush 
Pied Thrush 

Orange-headed Thrush 
Scaly Thrush 

Eurasian Blackbird 
White-bellied Shortwing 
Asian Brown Flycatcher 
Rusty-tailed Flycatcher 
Brown-breasted Flycatcher 
Black-and-orange Flycatcher 
Verditer Flycatcher 

Nilgiri Flycatcher 
White-bellied Blue Flycatcher 


Pericrocotus cinnamomeus 
Pericrocotus flammeus 
Hemipus picatus 
Dicrurus macrocercus 
Dicrurus leucophaeus 
Dicrurus aeneus 
Dicrurus paradiseus 
Terpsiphone paradisi 
Hypothymis azurea 
Aegithina tiphia 
Tephrodornis gularis 
Tephrodornis pondicerianus 
Monticola cinclorhynchus 
Myiophonus horsfieldii 
Zoothera wardii 
Zoothera citrina 
Zoothera dauma 

Turdus merula 
Brachypteryx major 
Muscicapa dauurica 
Muscicapa ruficauda 
Muscicapa muttui 
Ficedula nigrorufa 
Eumyias thalassina 
Eumyias albicaudata 
Cyornis pallipes 


Grey-headed Canary Flycatcher Culicicapa ceylonensis 


Indian Blue Robin 
Oriental Magpie Robin 
Pied Bushchat 
Chestnut-tailed Starling 
Rosy Starling 

Jungle Myna 

Common Hill Myna 
Velvet-fronted Nuthatch 
Great Tit 

Black-lored Tit 
Grey-headed Bulbul 
Black-crested Bulbul 
Red-whiskered Bulbul 
Yellow-browed Bulbul 
Black Bulbul 
Grey-breasted Prinia 
Ashy Prinia 

Oriental White-eye 
Blyth’s Reed Warbler 
Common Tailorbird 
Tickell’s Leaf Warbler 
Greenish Warbler 
Large-billed Leaf Warbler 
Western Crowned Warbler 
Wynaad Laughingthrush 


Luscinia brunnea 
Copsychus saularis 
Saxicola caprata 

Sturnus malabaricus 
Sturnus roseus 
Acridotheres fuscus 
Gracula religiosa 

Sitta frontalis 

Parus major 

Parus xanthogenys 
Pycnonotus priocephalus 
Pycnonotus melanicterus 
Pycnonotus jocosus 

lole indica 

Hypsipetes leucocephalus 
Prinia hodgsonii 

Prinia socialis 

Zosterops palpebrosus 
Acrocephalus dumetorum 
Orthotomus sutorius 
Phylloscopus affinis 
Phylloscopus trochiloides 
Phylloscopus magnirostris 
Phylloscopus occipitalis 
Garrulax delesserti 


Grey-breasted Laughingthrush Garrulax jerdoni 


Puff-throated Babbler 
Indian Scimitar Babbler 
Dark-fronted Babbler 
Brown-cheeked Fulvetta 
Thick-billed Flowerpecker 
Plain Flowerpecker 
Crimson-backed Sunbird 
Purple Sunbird 

Little Spiderhunter 
House Sparrow 

Forest Wagtail 

Grey Wagtail 
Black-throated Munia 
Common Rosefinch 


Pellorneum ruficeps 
Pomatorhinus horsfieldii 
Rhopocichla atriceps 
Alcippe poioicephala 
Dicaeum agile 

Dicaeum concolor 
Nectarinia minima 
Nectarinia asiatica 
Arachnothera longirostra 
Passer domesticus 
Dendronanthus indicus 
Motacilla cinerea 
Lonchura kelaarti 
Carpodacus erythrinus 


Note: St = Status, En= Endemic, N-E = Non Endemic 


N-E 
N-E 
N-E 
N-E 
N-E 
N-E 
N-E 
N-E 
N-E 
N-E 
N-E 
N-E 
N-E 
En 

En 

N-E 
N-E 
N-E 
En 

N-E 
N-E 
N-E 
En 

N-E 
En 

En 

N-E 
N-E 
N-E 
N-E 
N-E 
N-E 
N-E 
N-E 
N-E 
N-E 
En 

En 

N-E 
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GREEN PIGEON NEST DESTROYED BY TREE PIE, 
Dr. D.N. Choudhary, Dept. of Zoology, P.N. College, Parsa (J.P. 
University), SARAN -841219, Bihar and T.K. Pan, University 
Department of Botany, T. M. Bhagalpur, University, Bhagalpur - 
812007. 


The ECO PARK campus of Barauni Refinery, Begusarai, Bihar, 
is situated about 5kms from the main plant. It is an artificially 
developed 75 acre park with two water bodies and a variety of 
flowering and fruit trees providing good roosting and nesting 
site for a number of birds. We visited this beautiful park on 22"4 
April, 2005, to watch the nesting behavior of garden birds, with 
Mr. Arvind Mishra of Mandar Nature Club. On that day at around 
7.00 hrs, we located five nests of yellow toed green pigeon 
(Treron phoenicoptera) on different trees of the park. Out of the 
five, three nests were found on the Mukhchandan tree 
(Pterospermum acerifolium) at about 25 feet and two on the 
Arjun tree (Terminalia arjuna) at about 15 feet from ground 
level. Doves and Green pigeons build their nests in a very 
casual manner with scanty nesting materials. Their nests are 
just like small kitchen plates, slightly curved upward. 


In one of the nests, we saw the female pigeon at nest with 
scanty nesting materials. The male pigeon was found foraging 
actively for nesting materials from the adjacent neem and babool 
trees and bringing dry sticks to the nest and handing them over 
to its mate. The female was seen receiving these materials 
with her beak and rearranging them. We noticed an unusual 
phenomenon at about 8.15hrs, when a treepie (Dendrocitta 
vagabunda) arrived suddenly and started disturbing the 
pigeons nesting on the Mukhchandan tree. Though the male 
pigeon tried to chase the Tree Pie away, it was found returning 
and flying over the nest, repeatedly. The skirmish between the 
nesting pigeons and the tree pie went on for at some 20 
minutes. 


The nesting pigeons were trying their best to defend their nest. 
But at an opportune moment, the tree pie quickly dashed to the 
nest and scattered the nesting materials with its beak as the 
pigeon pair watched helplessly. After losing their nest, the 
pigeons moved over to another branch of the Mukhchandan 
tree. The tree pie was seen continually flying over the tree with 
its noisy call, khaa- khaa, as if warning the pigeons to leave 
the place. 


We could not believe that a tree pie, a beautiful bird with long 
fairy tall, would behave in such a brutal manner. This incident 
compelled us to ponder as to whether it was a territorial rivalry or 
a common behavior of the tree pie during its breeding season. 


RARE CLUTCH SIZE AND NESTING SITE OF 
WOOLYNECKED STORK (CICONIA EPISCOPUS) IN 
CHAMBAL RIVER VALLEY, RAKESH VYAS, 2 P 22, Vigyan 
Nagar, Kota 324005 and R.S. TOMAR, Opp. Amar Nivas, 
Rawatbhata Road, Kota 324001. 


We have been studying the breeding of Woolynecked stork in 
Chambal River valley near Kota in south- east Rajasthan for 
over a decade. Ali and Ripley (1984) reported the breeding of 
Woolynecked stork from July to October in northern India, 
individually in lofty trees some 20-30 meters above the ground 
level. They also reported its clutch size of 3-4 eggs, rarely 5. 
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The Woolynecked stork is a common swamp bird of South 
Africa, where it breeds from August to November on leafy trees 
in swamp forest, 30-50 meters above the ground level 
(Maclean1985). The clutch size for South African bird is recorded 
as 2-4 eggs. 


Our study area is a 26 Km. stretch of deep water between 
Jawaharsagar dam and Kota barrage. In this part the river flows 
through the great boundary fault between Vindhyan and Aravali 
elements. A 300-400 meter wide valley has been formed, 
flanked by 50-150 meter high cliffs. We started observing two 
breeding pairs of Woolynecked storks in the valley. One pair 
had made their nest on a medium sized tree near Geparnath, 
4 Km. downstream of Jawaharsagar dam and the other one 
had a nest placed on a stunted tree, growing in the crevice, 
about 30 meters above the waterline. In October1994, a pair 
was seen nesting on a ledge by Dr. A.R.Rahmani and reported 
in the Newsletter in 1995. Since then all the nests were built on 
the trees growing in the crevices, but this year again a pair has 
placed their nest on the rocky ledge like a vulture nest. We saw 
three chicks on 10" September in this nest. 


For the last 7 years we kept on recording 2-3 breeding pairs 
between July and November. This year, there are 6 nests in the 
valley. Four nests are on the trees growing in the crevices, one 
is on a tree and one on the ledge. A pair has been breeding, 
about 6 Km. upstream of Kota barrage, at the same spot for the 
last six years. Every year 3-4 eggs were laid, but this year 5 
eggs were laid spanning over a period of 3 weeks. First three 
eggs were laid at normal interval and within four days we found 
the pair incubating three eggs. On 10" day of incubation another 
egg was laid and the last one was added after another 7 days. 
We found 3 downy chicks in the nest on 13'" August, fourth 
chick on 24" August, fifth one was seen on 2™ September. By 
the time fifth chick had emerged, the first three chicks were 
almost three weeks old and had acquired juvenile plumage, 
which was very much like adult plumage. We continued to see 
all the five chicks till 14° September. The nest could not be 
visited for two weeks and on 30'* September, we found four 
grown up sub adults but there was no sign of the fifth chick, 
which had probably perished in the mean time. 


It's a rare occurrence, which we have observed. A clutch of 5 
eggs and nesting on a ledge by Woolynecked stork are not 
recorded in most of the books referred to by the ornithologists. 


HOOPOES IN THE GRASSY PLAINS NEAR TSO KAR, 
LADAKH, Air Marshal (Retd) K. C. Cariappa, P.O. Box 82, 
Roshanara, Madikeri 571 201. 


| was in Ladakh for a fortnight in the second half of August 
2006. We drove from Delhi via Manali and thence into Lahaul/ 
Spiti. It was at a height of about 10,500' at Sarchu Camp at 
about 9.30 am that we spotted a pair of Hoopoe. | could not 
believe my eyes, but they were there. Thereafter, we left for Tso 
Kar, a lake at about 15,000'. En route one traverses a wide 
grassy plain at about 14000-14500' and here again, much to 
our surprise we saw at least three pairs of Hoopoes. | had to 
check this out on my return from the mountains and all the 
books | perused indicated that the birds were generally 
restricted to a height of about 7000'. However, the map on page 
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SU of ‘irds of the indian Subcortinent’ by Grimmet and the — 


Insk pps show thal itis a winker visitor to Ladakh. find the heights 
as suggested in the map seem to indicate the heights the 
birds were spotied! 


It was at Tan Kar thal. wet me fortunate enough to gee tan 
pairs ot Black-necked cranes. Apart from those birds we dic 
snoounler “ellow-billed Choughs and Ruddy Shelcucks toa, 


| would be interested te learn how: the Hoopoe adjusts ic the : 


rather rarafiac! allilusies Lea were al. 


PAKSHI PRAPANCHA, Raview by V Ramakantha Pho, 
Conserveter of Forests and Prircipal, SFS Collage. Government 


of india, Coimbatore 644 fO2 


Kannada being an ancient languace. there is no deach in it : 
when it comes to e.ocaiive description of nalures" beauly, har — 


bounty or description of the myriad living beings that dwell In 
the forest-rich landscape of Karmataka. However, “Pakshi 
Prapancha® authored by Harish &.Ghat and Framed Subbaraa 


has the cistinction ot being the tirst ever scientific tele Bune : 


on birds brought-out in Kannada. 


The hook first af al boasts of excellent photogrephs which 
help a great deal in proper identifcaton of birds, which is the 
‘primary objective of such‘a field guide. This in itself is 
recnarkable, as sare it. thie birds cuptured by the 
photographers are exceptlonally cluswe and rare: while same 
af the birds toaugh could be found in abundance, make 
themselves 2 cifficult object-of photography owing to them switt 
movements, or ineccessible habitats. Karnataka has produced 
many rele phulographars al inlerrsiions! repule, and ther 
contrioution to the Sook if immense. It is gratifying that the 


quality of reproduction of hase enchanting photographs is quite - 


satisfactory. Amazing are lhe photographs of the Malabar 


Trogon, Malabar Woisting Thrush and the Malabar Parakeet: 


and such ole: birds Utal-dveell tr danse ratnfuresls i 
Kormataka. 


OF the 222 species of birds recorded fram Karnataka, the book 
deals with 157 species. Each page of the book Wasa colour 
phologrgh ofa bird, stave whic ie vertblerd Les ieee rieatTIe, 
common name {in English) and the scientiic name. In most 
eases the Sanskrit ard cther names in local dialecis are alse 
given. In all, one gets to appreciate about 200 photographs 
and thea book beasts of 85 quality sketches. Much effort has 


gone in designing each leef of the book. 4 table that pistunally- 


daplets activity tood etc, ofa paricuar bird, and 2 sketch or 
nesiing heb renders 
the book invaluable, 
With a brief 
description of the 
habit, habitat, call. 
breeding sessan 
average age, 
dislibulion, lhe mcs 
likely place to. wetch: 


the bird, ihe fiele 
guide 1S camaiate in 
all SSpects. 


- Asima Pratishthanes, No 2283, 


and uniqueness of — 


"Newsletter for Birdwetchors 


Yet another 100 pages sre devoted io femiliarizs the reader with 
Venous 2spects of Sird like. Admirable are the ettorts ot the authars 


“who have painstakingly: searched Kannada literature for poems 
~ that converr binds 


 and-Aaye placed such priceless nuggets of 
poctry appropriately: As a result one {6 alan exposed in tha 


fichness of the lsenguage, the wisdar of ihe seoole and their 


ecolagieal sensiinity. With all tris, the book is placed ata price of 


i Re. 4G 5/- vbichr by are elpalehy fir: rayireaor ik Very reasonable, 


PAKSHI PRAPANCHA fin Karneda) 
Afield quide on birds of Ka‘nataka 


and Cross 


Otficers’ ModelColony, S.M. Road, T. Basarahalli, 
“Bangalore S60-057- india. Tel: O80 28392124, 
E-mail: asinnia. orgi@gmail, COIN. 


98453 04285. 


GLOBAL BIRD CONSERVATION NEEDS 
: LOCAL -LANGUAGE FIELD GUIDES 
- Sir David Attenborough 


: “Anybody litaresied in fhe 
natural world around them 
needs field guides. Sadly, 

people in many parts of the 

WwoHd do not have such field 

guides avaliable te them in 

their own Janguage. Yot 
conservation depends 
ultimately upon the support 
of foce!l people. Any 

Initiative in creating a range 

af regional Janguage Bird 
guides is an epee s 

ara 


Cover. jucian peoreer ep 


: fiatthe Bankapura Pescock 
)- Senctuary: proudly flauriting its aweening trainand majestically 
slimeying the early morning landscape a intense bind with: 
imploring tarde black eyas end flickering fen shaped crest, this 
peacock wee found stealing glances across tie sanciuary da ited 
with Neem, ficus and seacis trees. Late y, peafowl have been | 
veg this abode more end more recurrently fev all ie solituce ered 
protection available tieie. Bankapura Peacock Sanctuary, nastlad 
amid aforttice area of 140 Acres ia the Heveridistrict, has emenged 
imam the spill overor Kinibath, Pal koppa end otter popular poalew! 
inhabited areas of the disiict. They have survived along series of 
ordeals and some have already relinquished the traditional breeding | 
sites, alien several pealowl were unwitingly poisoned ta death | 
by pesticide savvy farmers. Of avery 100 peafowl chicks hatched, 
perbape two orthred survive ta adullhaad. Even at Ransapura, 
One could see in their eves. a olintot earmed assumotion: 
watching humans in awed silence fron a eriiurabe distance. 

Seldom has aoother bird cxercised surnh a profcunc influence on 
‘{heculfirsl heritage of our seuntry. | heir complex soc al behavior 
includes graceiy) courtshio ballet in Wie open iyres; clegrings, 
parlor Teal avilti their ceil feathers elegently fanned and arched 
forward. A PCaceck's crasl raising and ih-pat swelling May-awe 
May-awe  May-awe rasp ng calls are often reciprocated by its | 
mate with an attable Mayo. Maye Plu S. Shreyas. 


an. 


